
ENERGY USE BENCHMARKING  
ORDINANCE SUMMARY 

 

 Applies to the 1% of non-industrial buildings in the city that are 50,000 square feet or larger --roughly 3,500 

buildings. 

 

 These buildings would be required to do three things: 

1. Track their energy use 
o Building owners or managers would track their energy consumption and basic building 

characteristics using a free, online tool offered by the EPA. 

 Exceptions: 
1. Buildings experiencing financial distress 

2. Buildings with less than 50% occupancy 

3. New construction 

4. Buildings with more than 10% of their space use classified as industrial, storage, 
hazardous use, open air assembly, or miscellaneous 

 
2. Verify the data every few years 

o Every third year, buildings would have a trained person verify that the data is being reported 
correctly.  

 Exception: buildings for which compliance would pose financial hardship 
 

o This verification can be provided by a licensed architect, registered engineer, or other trained 
individual designated by the Commissioner (such as graduates of certain City College programs). 
Verifiers can be in-house staff or 3rd-party professionals. 
 

o Estimated cost of verification is $750--$2,500 once every 3 years. 
 Free and low-cost data verification services are available for qualifying buildings 

 
3. Report that data to the City 

o Buildings would annually share a subset of their benchmark data with the City using the EPA tool 
 

o Reporting would be phased in slowly, starting with the largest, commercial buildings: 

 Commercial buildings ≥ 250,000 sq. ft:  June 2014 

 Commercial buildings ≥ 50,000 sq. ft:  June 2015 

 Residential buildings ≥ 250,000 sq. ft.:  June 2015 

 Residential buildings ≥ 50,000 sq. ft.:   June 2016 
 

o The City would annually report on aggregate energy efficiency trends and is authorized to share 
building data with the public. 

 No public sharing of individual building data from the first year of benchmarking 
 The earliest possible time for public reporting of all covered buildings is Fall of 2017 

 
o Until benchmarking tools are improved, there will be no public sharing of individual data for 

buildings with more than 10% of their square footage used for data centers, television studios, and 
trading floors 

 

 Note: this ordinance does not impose any requirement to invest in energy efficiency. 


