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One of the most common types of theft is theft of valuables from your automobile especially 

during the holiday season. Theft from auto is primarily a crime of opportunity that can often be 

prevented.   Thieves generally won’t waste their time breaking into autos that don’t have 

valuables in plain sight 

The best way to prevent theft from your auto is to always keep valuables out of sight. Never 

leave anything in your car in plain view. Take these items with you, or secure them — all the 

time, every time!  Even spare change or a pack of cigarettes.   

GPS systems, I Passes and Handicap Placards are most commonly targeted by thieves. 

Remember to not only remove the GPS when you park, but also remove the mounting system, 

i.e. suction cup holder. Thieves will assume that the GPS is in the glove box when they see an 

empty mounting device. 

If your car has a trunk, use it. Put valuables in there or in a locked glove compartment. Hiding 

items under seats is better than leaving them in plain view, but securing them inside the glove 

compartment or trunk is a far better deterrent. 

During the holiday season especially, or any time you’re shopping, place packages in the trunk, 

not on the passenger seats or floors. 

Also, keep your car doors and windows locked — all the time! 

 

Call 911 and report suspicious activity while it is happening. This could save you or your 

neighbor from being victimized. Stay on the line if you see or hear something that seems 

unusual or suspicious. Try to get a description of the suspects and their vehicle, and do not 

confront suspects.  

 


