
Last month a majority of us were ready to support an Ethics Ordinance that was 
first proposed back in September of 2014.  In January, the bill finally reached the 
floor and at over 30 of us were prepared to pass it into law.  
 
Now, a few weeks later, doubts have surfaced. We hear about fears of 
concentrated power, the abuse of authority and politically-motivated actions.  I 
understand these concerns.  Because ironically, these are the very same 
charges being leveled against us by citizens who have doubts about their 
government.  
 
Today we have the opportunity to publicly be held accountable to the same 
ethical standards of behavior on the job as thousands of other city employees 
working in firehouses, in police stations, on street crews and in offices. 
 
Our ordinance merges two offices, ending the Legislator Inspector General 
position and thereby streamlining government.  This ordinance removes the 
procedural obstacles that hobbled the LIG.  
 
But, now instead of procedural obstacles, the substitute ordinance imposes 
jurisdictional obstacles.  And I say oversight of this Chamber should not be 
hobbled under any guise. Because, limiting oversight is the same as evading it.   
 
Right now, our city is struggling with a crisis long in the making. We are part of 
this crisis and it can only be solved if we lead. 
 
We must erase what one commentator has called our "Trust Deficit." Trust is not 
easily earned. The only way to win it is to be trustworthy. I believe, as elected 
officials we must overcome our misgivings and act on behalf of the public to pass 
this ordinance without diluting it. 
 
Together we can solve the problems facing Chicago. Voices are pleading across 
the city for greater transparency and accountability.  We must prove that we are 
interested in honest oversight and not only self-protection. 
 
If we refashion this ordinance to curtail reform, we will not quiet the skeptics – 
indeed, we will only fuel taxpayer suspicion. 
 
But if we proceed boldly and fully, we will be remembered as the City Council 
that stood firm during great turmoil.  We will be remembered for bringing us into 
the future by safeguarding the public trust.  Today, I urge all of you to enact the 
most significant reform in the history of our city. Pass the Ethics Ordinance as 
originally proposed and reject efforts to water it down.  Please vote no on the 
substitute.  
 
Thank You. 

 


