Further Reductions in Height and Density
at Children's Memorial Redevelopment
Dear Friends,
For 2 ½ years, we have been working as a community on the redevelopment of
Children's Memorial Hospital. All along our mission has been to ensure that the
final redevelopment plans are the best that can be achieved to support the
character of our neighborhood and restore vitality to this unique area of our Ward.
Our latest community meeting, held on January 14, 2014 demonstrated strong
support for the plan. Nevertheless, due to your community input, we continued to
negotiate with McCaffery Interests to try to reach a further compromise. As a
result of a series of intensive negotiations in the last two weeks, we can announce
the following improvements from the plans shown on January 14:
A reduction of another 100 residential units, and the reduction of
taller buildings from three to two.
Elimination of the proposed 11 story residential building on the
west side of Lincoln Avenue and its replacement with a health club.
This new building and use will be compatible with the height of the parking
garage which it sits next to. This will also result in a more pleasing
streetscape, as the remaining two taller buildings are set back from the street.
It will also mean less overall height for the project as well as less massing,
less density and a meaningful reduction in traffic, especially car and truck
traffic. Here is a drawing of the change.

New health club building on west side of
Lincoln Ave. next to garage
No truck traffic or loading for the former Nellie-Black building on
Orchard or Burling. Instead, the developer will further excavate the
former tunnel under Fullerton to allow loading from the underground
loading dock.
The developer will also pay for all traffic improvements on Fullerton,
Halsted, and Lincoln, including new through bike lanes on these streets.
Having dedicated bike lanes for the first time in these intersections will
increase safety for all drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.
To lessen parking impacts on the neighborhood, the developer will offer 35
free parking spaces for teachers at Lincoln Elementary, which will be
available for St. Paul's church on the weekend. In addition, shoppers at the
new retail will receive 90 minutes free validated parking. Finally, we will
increase residential permit parking around the development. Tenants and
owners at the new development will be ineligible for residential or
guest permits, thus preserving the limited street parking for
existing residents.
These and more improvements are detailed in the document on our website. All
other plans remain as submitted at the community meeting and can be seen on
our Children's Memorial Redevelopment webpage.

Next Steps
Thank you for all your input on this process. Please know I have read every email,
letter, and petition that has reached this office. Y our input as a community has
made all these changes possible, resulting in a much better development. Over the
many months of study, comment and community meetings, your suggestions and
challenges moved this project to where it is today. I want to especially thank our
neighborhood organizations, whose experience in these matters greatly aided our
process and the outcome.
With these improvements, McCaffery Interests will submit a revised planned

development ordinance to the City's Department of Planning and Development,
which will be presented to the Chicago Plan Commission on February 20, 2014. In
the meantime, representatives of the neighborhood community organizations will
work with our office and their residents to finalize a strong community agreement,
which will detail protections regarding land use and construction. That agreement
must be finalized before final submission to the Plan Commission.

Sincerely,

Michele Smith
43rd Ward Alderman
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