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Michele Smith

Chicago’'s 43rd Ward

Significant City Council Legislation - Guns and Billboards

Dear Friends,

This past week, two ordinances regarding assault weapons
ban and student safety zones were passed at a special City
Council Meeting.

The first ordinance, the Comprehensive Assault Weapon
Ban, updates previous Chicago law in response to the
Supreme Court's rulings which are forcing Illinois to
legalize concealed carry. This ordinance outlaws the
import, sale, transfer and possession of assault weapons and
high-capacity magazines within Chicago. Failure to comply
with this ordinance means fines between $1,000-$5,000
and incarceration between 90-180 days.

The second ordinance creates Student Safety
Zones which include Safe Passage routes, school buses,
schools, the area surrounding schools and select parks. The
ordinance increases penalties for the possession of an illegal
gun or dangerous weapon within these zones, and raises
them with each subsequent violation of the ordinance.
These two ordinances continue our City's commitment to
fight violence.

Digital Billboard Moratorium

You may have noticed small digital billboards popping up
on some neighborhood buildings. These billboards have
been approved by the City, without my approval, because
they are less than 100 square feet, which takes advantage of
a loophole in existing city law. Fortunately, City Council
passed a nine-month moratorium today on these digital
billboards. This will allow time for the aldermanic sign task
force, of which I am a member, to devise appropriate
regulations, which should include aldermanic approval.
These new regulations will take into account the public
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health, safety, and quality of life concerns that these signs
pose. Check out this Sun-Times article for additional details.

Lincoln Park's Healthy Fare for Kids Now at
Midway Airport!

Now you can enjoy the same healthy type of food you get in
Lincoln Park at Midway Airport. Healthy Fare for Kids,
founded by 43rd Ward resident Diane Schmidt,
has partnered with Premier Restaurant Group, a
concession management company operating 80% of the
food service at Midway International Airport, to bring
certified Healthy Fare for Kids meals to its venues. You'll
find antibiotic-free meats, whole grain breads, smaller
portion sizes, lower salt, no deep-fried anything,
local ingredients and non-sugared beverages in all Healthy
Fare for Kids meal. Visit their ~ website
www.healthyfareforkids.com for a list of participating
restaurants. Look for the Healthy Fare for Kids logo
(pictured below) on grab 'n' go meals throughout Midway
Airport.
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Sincerely,

Adl,

Michele Smith
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