
Good evening.  I’m Alderman Michele Smith.  Welcome to our first community meeting about the 
Children’s Memorial Hospital Development.   

I have one vision: that we create a new crossroads for our neighborhood and that it win a national 
award for urban planning .  I have that vision because I believe that this community can support, and 
deserves to have, an excellent plan for the future.   

We in this community have been through many development wars, so we know what the issues can 
be: traffic, congestion, types of uses of the property, height, historic preservation.   

But this is a different case.  We’re not developing on a vacant lot, or a long dormant property.  We are 
replacing a thriving institution.  How can we decide whether a new proposal is bad or good  unless we 
compare it to what is going on today?   

That is why I have called this meeting.   

The development of Children’s will be a transparent, data-driven process .   I have asked that 
Children’s  give us information right now so that we can judge whether any development proposal is a 
good one.  Then to hold the developers to a high standard in exchange for the opportunity to build in 
our beautiful community. 



By the end of tonight’s meeting we should know:  [put up agenda] 

1) about the site 

2) the things that this community has already said are its values with regard to this 
development 

3) about the operations on the site today and how they impact you  

4)  the background of the developer 

And we should have a sense, by the end of this meeting, of what we should expect 
the developer to be doing as we consider his proposals, each step of the way 

Finally, we’ll review the timeline that I will be following to make sure that we have 
ample community consideration of development proposals, while getting this project 
moving. 

We’ll take comments and questions.  You have index cards in front of you.  As you 
have a question, please hand it to one of our volunteers, and we'll put them together. 

We won’t be looking at a particular proposal tonight.  But you can make comments, 
and you can post them on our blog/website about your aspirations for the 
development. We are also taping this meeting, and will be putting it up on YouTube 
and podcast. 

So let’s begin.  



The site  [picture of the site] –  

 

Triangle – name buildings: annex, boiler house, main hospital, Jones/Martha White 
(indicate that these are just facades) 

Garage - size 

Lincoln Ave. buildings - white elephant, other buildings, one orange rated building 

Fullerton Ave - Nelly Black (former nurse's housing, just facade today); Kohl House 
(connected, office today?) 

 

six acres: overlay wrigley field. and sears tower. 38,000/game 













(everybody "used to" live in Lincoln Park  

 

Loss of overall population from last ten years: 





We don't come into this process completely new;  we have already mined the 
community for its hopes for this project.   

HOK was brought in by our former alderman to gather community sentiment: 

[slide of HOK process] 

This report (show report)  is an expression of the neighborhood values of the people 
with the most invested in the community - people in this room 

HOK gathered this input and reported on some broad consensus around certain 
values  



Read through slide 

 

When this site was put out to bid, it was expected, and I still expect that the 
developer will take the items in this study to heart as guidelines for the project 

So now we've reviewed the agenda, the site, the neighborhood and our community 
values - these are the things that I, as alderman, view as the ideas which I must 
steward as alderman. 

Now for the next part of our agenda: Children's impact on the community 

  










